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Abstract: The purpose of this research is to know the students’ motivation through 

differentiate how to use Top-Down and how to use Bottom-Up in listening through songs. 

This research used a descriptive method. The total sample was 26 students in Senior High 

School Gajah Mada 3 Palembang in academic year 2022/2023, South Sumatera. The writer 

gave 10 questions of questionnaire to know about the results of their motivation in learning 

English, especially, in listening skill. The results showed that 3.8% always like English 

language, 15.38% usually like English language, 7.69% often like English language, 46.1% 

sometimes like English language, 26.9% seldom like English language. In this case, this top-

down and bottom-up were very useful for them to imrove their motivation in learning 

listening skill through song. Besides, the students can use top-down and bottom-up not only 

for English lesson, but also for another skill of English language. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Underwood (1989) explains that listening is an activity that pay attention and try to get 

the meaning from what the speaker said. This is a complex process to brainstrom the meaning 

of the language afte listening process. In relation to Ur (1984) describes that there are some 

problems faced the students in learning listening, such as: (1) the students don’t understand 

how to pronounce the English words, (2) the students don’t know how to use the words 

correctly in sentences, (3) the students don’t know how to predict the meaning of the words 

because they seldom to listen those words, (4) the students don’t understand the meaning of 

the words or lack of vocabulary in daily life, (5) the students cannot manage the speed of 

listening, (6) the students feel difficult to understand in another accent,(7) the students lack of 

knowledge from their background in their life to know or understand the meaning of the words 

from listening section. Therefore, the students have to study hard to solve those problems. In 

addition, Howatt (1974) describes that listening is used to identify and understand what the 

speaker said or what the people say to another people that including pronunciation, vocabulary, 

the meaning of words, and also grammatical structure. Therefore, The teacher can introduce to 

students about and through differentiate how to use Top-Down and how to use Bottom-Up in 

listening. 
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Furthermore, the writer took the questions of Top-Down and Bottom-Up from one of 

the songs in the google. The title of the song is Seosons in the Sun. The students asked to filled 

the blank from that song. The writer also chose the songs based on their vocabulary skill in 

Curriculum 2013, for Senior High School Class XI IPS 1. In this case, the students listened the 

songs while differentiating of Top-Down and Bottom-Up easier.  

In this research, there are differences between Top-Down and Bottom-Up. According 

to Gebhard (2000) divided the process of information into two categories, there are: Top-Down 

processing and Bottom-Up processing. Top-Down processing is used to know about what the 

information accepted, and Bottom-Up is used to understand about how to analyze the voice, 

the meaning words, and also grammatical order. 

From what the writer has read, Top-Down and Bottom-Up are important techniques 

that improves the way the student’s introduce new words, new ways to learn, new styles to 

enhances the creative in learning listening. Through differentiate how to use Top-Down and 

how to use Bottom-Up, they can quickly identify and understand the listening section. More 

than this, those items can make the students think more critically to compile and draft become 

the correct sentences or correct phrases. 

Besides, after the writer’s interview some students in learning listening process, she 

found that students interested to learn and use Top-Down and Bottom-Up in learning process 

through songs. Therefore, it is the best way to motivate the students’ in learning listening skill 

and study English. And then, the writer also asked the teacher of English there. She describes 

that the students find some difficulties in listening, for instances: lack of vocabulary, and shy 

to pronounce the words, and seldom to remember the vocabulary. The teacher always try to 

teach the best, but the students always forget what the learn from the teacher. The writer chose 

SMA Gajah Mada 3 to the 11th grade students because of on the idea above the writer would 

to introduces how to differentiate of Top-Down and Bottom-Up in learning listening through 

song. Therefore, the writer is interested in doing research entitled “The Differences of Top-

Down and Bottom-Up to Improve Students’ Motivation in Listhening through Songs”. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

In conducting this research, the writer used descriptive research. Arikunto (1998: 117) 

states that sample is a part or representative of population investigated. Labovitz and Robert 

(1976) also state the population (or universe) refers to the larger body of individual (or other 

units) being researched. Wallen & Fraenkel (1991), sample refers to any group on which 



information is obtained and the lager group is called a population. The population in this 

research, there was 140 students, and the total of sample was 26 students in academic year 

2022/2023. 

         Table 1 

The Sample of The Research 

The Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Gajah Mada 3 Palembang 

 

No 

 

Class 

Students  

Total Male Female 

1 XI IPS 1 16 10 26 

                 Source: SMA Gajah Mada 3 Palembang in the academic 2022/2023 

 

The Procedures of the Research 

the writer gave the treatment through differentiate Top-Down and Bottom-Up to introduce how 

to learn vocabulary of the students: 

1. Pre Activities 

          The teacher:  

a. Greets the students as an opening the class. 

b. Checks the attendance of the students. 

c. Gives questions related to the lesson 

2. Teaching-learning Activities 

The teacher:  

a. Gives and explains how Top-Down and Bottom-Up  work and the rules to the 

students. 

b. After fill the blanks from the song, and try to remember and understand about Top-

Down and Bottom-Up topic through song. 

c. Asks the students to conclude about the story based on the Top-Down and Bottom-

Up and find the moral lesson from the song 

3. Post Activities 

The teacher:  

a. Gives the task and checks the students’ task by filling the blanks from songs. 

b. Gives homework and concludes the lesson. 

 

 

 



Top-Down and Bottom-Up Activities in Listening  

In this activity, the studens asked to understand all of the meaning of the words from the songs. 

To make easier, the teacher help them to give the meaning In Indonesian. In order, the students 

just focused to fill the blanks text from the speaker or listening section. 

The examples of Top-Down and Bottom Up, such as: 

 

              

 



FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

Kollin (1994) states that questionnaire asks carefully selected respondents to supply 

answers to list of questions. The writer gave the questionnaire. It consisted of ten items. The 

writer distributed the questionnaire in order to get and know their motivation in learning 

listening and find any information related to the problems and also to know whether the 

students like Top-Down and Bottom Up in listening.  

The result of this research showed in 10 questions of questionnaire. For item 1. The 

results showed that 3.8% always like English language, 15.38% usually like English language, 7.69% 

often like English language, 46.1% sometimes like English language, 26.9% seldom like English 

language.. For item 2, the result showed 3.8% student usually like reading for learning English, 

19.2% students often like reading for learning English, 23% students sometimes like reading 

for learning English, 53% students seldom like reading for learning English. For item 3, the 

result showe that 3.8% student usually like writing in English, 7.69% students usually like 

writing English, 53.8% students often like writing in English., 23% students sometimes like 

writing in English., 11.5% students seldom like writing in English.. For item 4, the result 

showed that 3.8% student always like speaking English, 15.38% students usually like speaking 

English, 7.69 students often like speaking English, 15.38% students sometimes like speaking 

English, 57.6% students seldom like speaking English.  

Furthermore, for item 5, the result found that 19.2% students usually like listening about 

English materials, 26.9% students often like listening about English materials, 46.1% students 

sometimes like listening about English materials, 7.6% students seldom like listening about 

English materials. For item 6, the result found that 57.6% students usually have difficulties in 

listening skill. 19.2% students often have difficulties in listening skill., 23% students sometimes 

have difficulties in listening skill. For item 7 and 8, the results showed that the students rarely 

used Top-Down and Bottom-Up strategies. But, it doesn’t matter because this research can 

inspire not only for the teacher in school, but also to all of the teachers in Indonesia according 

their needs. In addition, for item 9, the result showed that 38% students always like English 

song, 11.5% students usually like English song, 11.5% students sometimes like English song, 

7.69% students sometimes like English song, and 3.8% students rarely like English song. And 

the last for item 10, the result showed that 15.38% students said that Top-Down and Bottom-

always can Up help and motivate the students in learning listening, 42% students  usually can 

Up help and motivate the students in learning listening, 34.6% students often can Up help and 



motivate the students in learning listening, and 7.69% students sometimes can Up help and 

motivate the students in learning listening, 

 

Table 2 

The Questions of Questionnaire 

 

 
 

 

 

         Table 3 

The Results of Questionnaire 

No Items The Number of students anwered 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Always 

(100%) 

Usually 

(90%-99%) 

Often 

(75%-90%) 

Sometimes 

(25%-75%) 

Seldom 

(5%-10%) 

Rarely 

(1%-10%) 

Never 

(0%) 

1 1 1 3.8% 4 15.38% 2 7.69% 12 46.1% 7 26.5% 0 0% 0 0% 

2 2 0 0 % 1 3.8% 5 19.2% 6 23% 14 53% 0 0% 0 0% 

3 3 1 3.8% 2 7.69% 14 53.7% 6 23% 3 11.5% 0 0% 0 0% 

4 4 1 3.8% 4 15.38% 2 7.69% 4 15.38% 15 57.6% 0 0% 0 0% 

5 5 0 0 % 5 19.2% 7 26.9& 12 46.1% 2 7.69% 0 0% 0 0% 

6 6 0 0 % 15 57.6% 5 19.2% 6 23% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

7 7 0 0 % 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 26 100% 0 0% 

8 8 0 0 % 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 26 100% 0 0% 

9 9 10 38% 3 11.5% 3 11.5% 2 7.69% 0 0% 1 3.8% 0 0% 

10 10 4 15.38% 11 34.6% 9 34.6% 2 7.69% 0 0% 0 0% 0 0% 

 



CONCLUSIONS 

After doing this research, the writer concludes 2 conclusions. First, this Top-Down and 

Bottom-Up is very beneficial for the students, because they can help the students in learning 

listening through song. It showed from the results of the questionnaire that there were 11 

students of 26 students answered that Top-Down and Bottom-Up can help and motivate them 

in learning listening. Secondly, Top-Down and Bottom-Up have advantages for their learning 

activities, because those items were interesting for them to make a conlusion or moral lesson 

from the song. It showed from 10 students of 26 students answered the questionnaire that they 

like English song. In conclusion, This results of the research believe that make students know 

and understand about how to the differences between Top-Down and Bottom-Up.  

 

REFERENCES 

Arikunto, S. (1998). Prosedur penelitian: Suatu pendekatan praktek. Jakarta. Rineka Cipta: 

Prentice-Hall, Inc. 

Gebhard, G. (2000). Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language. New York, NY: 

McGraw Hill. 

 

Howatt, A. (1974). Language laboratory materials. Eds. Allen. 

 

Kolin, P.C. (1994). Successful writing and work. Lexington, O.H: D.C. Health and Company. 

 

Labovitz, S., & Robert, H. (1976). Introduction to social research. New York, NY: McGraw-

Hill Publishing Company. 

 

Swan, M. (2010). Oxford advabced learner’s dictionary. Oxford : Oxford University Press. 

Underwood, M. (1990). Teaching Listening. London: Longman. 

Ur, P. (1984). Teaching of English as a second language. Cambridge : Cambridge University 

Press 

Wallen, N.E., & Fraenkel, J.R. (1991). Educational research: A guide to the process. New 

York: Mc Graw-Hill, Inc. 

 


